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RLC members and their guests enjoyed a tour of Primland Resort, a beautiful sunset and a fireside chat.

On Sunday afternoon, December 3, DRBA’s RLC members toured the
12,000-acre Primland Resort near Meadows of Dan. Centered on the
Lodge, a sparkling jewel of cedar and stone, this hideaway rests in the heart
of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Tiffany Hayworth and the Primland team warmly welcomed us to the Galaxy
Room with delightful hors d'oeuvres, pastries, and coftee prepared by the culinary staff.

While one group toured the picturesque grounds by shuttle, the other walked through the exquisite Lodge.
Guides for each group pointed out multiple ways that Primland embraces environmentally responsible practices.
'The grounds were pristinely manicured, with deer and wild turkeys along our path and native rhododendron
flourishing at every bend. We viewed the impressive golf course, sensational cottages, and breathtaking vistas. As
an extra treat, a curious redtailed hawk swooped down near us as we scanned the Pinnacles of the Dan across the
Dan River Gorge. Perfectly timed, we returned to the Galaxy Room and exchanged venues.

The elegant Lodge was filled with original art from across America and Aboriginal paintings from Australia. In
the Great Hall, the enormous Fraser Fir Christmas tree and stone fireplaces provided a warm, festive atmosphere.
We leisurely made our way through guest rooms, the Spa, the swimming pool, the theatre, the game room, and the
library before climbing the spiral staircase to a world-class observatory. To conclude our exhilarating day, we gath-
ered at the outdoor fire pit to enjoy hot chocolate and s'mores. Peyton Cherry

River Legacy Circle

Members Tour Primland

DRBA continues working with dozens of stakeholders on Smith River flow
issues, now that the power house at Philpott Lake has been repaired and genera-
tion has resumed. The delicate balance between support for the river’s trout fish-
ery and recreational use depends on care- —
ful timing of water releases from the dam. DRBA’s Brian Williams reports,
“Our continued communication with the US Army Corps of Engineers and
Dominion Power Company has been invaluable and our input is respected
regarding Smith River decisions.”

Trail extensions and new trails are being planned in Martinsville and
Ridgeway, with new trail possibilities added to the updated master plan. Stay
tuned!

'The Citizen Water Quality Monitoring program is thriving in MHC, with
many CWQM volunteers entering reports into the online database. Anyone
interested in CWQM training is invited to contact Krista Hodges at (276)
632-2592 or khodges@danriver.org. Brian Williams

News From
Martinsville/Henry County

Philpott Dam has returned to generation
status following a fire in the powerhouse
March, 2016
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COMMUNITIES AND PARTNERSHIPS

Philpott Celebrates A year of festivity awaits us as Philpott Dam celebrates 65 years! Authorized by

65 Years Congress in 1944 and constructed by the US Army Corps of Engineers, the dam was

designed to tame the Smith River, to prevent the flooding of local communities, to

provide hydropower and to create a reservoir that now provides an outstanding venue for a multitude of recre-
ational activities.

Nestled among the rolling foothills of Virginia’s Blue Ridge, Philpott Lake is a scenic wonderland of over
3,000-acres with 100 miles of pristine shoreline. More than 7,000 acres of forested land surround the lake. Visi-
tors to the lake are always amazed at the natural beauty of the area.

The Visitors Center provides information about recreational activities
available at Philpott and the special events planned by the USACE and
the three surrounding counties. Mark your calendar for DRBA’s First
Saturday Outings slated for July 7 when we paddle from the Jamison Mill
Park access.

DRBA enjoys an ongoing partnership of environmental and recreational
stewardship with the Corps and looks forward to this year of celebration.

Apple Dumpling Thirty registrants for the 2017 Apple Dump-
5K Event ling 5K vied for top honors over the 3.1-mile

course along the Mayo River Rail Trail in
Stuart. The event enjoys strong support from community businesses and indi-
viduals. Proceeds benefit trail development and enhancement in Patrick County.
DRBA thanks the 2017 sponsors that included 13 businesses and many volun-
teers from Fire/Rescue/Public Safety and course managers.

Help Plan  Public input meetings for a new passive park near

a New Park! Belews Lake in Rockingham County will help deter-
mine the parK’s infrastructure. On property donated

by Duke Energy, the park is being planned with help from an advisory com- i « ) ) ) ) )
mittee that includes a DRBA director. Parking; areas for play, pets, and pic- 5 Run with the Cows “Run Wl.th tile Cows, sup}:,)ortmg the Chmq.ua—PennTraﬂ,
nicking; trail alignment; and physical features to accentuate—all are being v a“MOO-ving” Experience! was not just ANUDDER”5K. Part of the Piedmont Race

discussed. See the DRBA e-news for time/location for public meetings Series, the September 24 event drew 82 registrants who
January 11, February 8, and March 19. ranged in age from 10 to 72 and hailed from up to 100 miles away. All runners and walkers

earned “MORE COWBELL"!
In the men’s competition, Henry Stevens lived up to his “top banana” costume by coming
in first, followed by Owen Wood and Jorden Lamothe. The top three women were Addie
Schoenberger, Reba Slivka, and Caroline Woods — all UDDERLY AWESOME!
Friends of Chinqua-Penn Walking Trail thank our participants and sponsors, whose con-
tributions maintain and enhance the trail. See ChinquaPennTrail.org to learn more!

Matrimony Creek Phase I of a trail along Matrimony Creek

Trail Underway in Eden is currently in process, thanks to

tunding from the Duke Energy Water Re-

sources Fund. When completed, the trail will begin at a trailhead on Washing-

ton Street and meander along the beautiful creek to the upper “falls” about one

mile north. Please note that the trail corridor has not been completed and is not
yet open to the public.

Phase 2 of the project is underway, and community members, city staff, elected
officials, and DRBA are working with a generous landowner to =
make the to-be-developed creek-side trail accessible to adjacent neighborhoods,
students, city residents, and visitors to Eden.

'The project is made possible by the City of Eden, Homer Wright and family, The Conservation Fund, Reidsville
Area Foundation, RoundRock Design, and DRBA members. The project manager is Johnny Farmer, Director of
Eden Parks & Recreation.

Interactive Map Promoting the Dan River region for tourism and economic development, the

Update Dan River Implementation Team continues to update the interactive map (http://

www.danriver.org/interactive-map). Next steps include engaging more tourism/

economic development personnel from across the basin and meeting with a facilitator to determine an approach
to managing the effort long term.

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

My goodness, it’s COLD outside! Fortunately, frigid temperatures don’t keep DRBA staft and vol-
unteers from monitoring the quality of water in our local rivers and streams. Every month of the year,
Citizen Water Quality Monitors (CWQM) test to ensure our water is safe for drinking, recreation
and wildlife.

PCS Trail Inspired by the Duke Energy Trails initiative, Piedmont Commu-
Being Developed  nity Services (PCS) in Patrick Springs has requested development
of a half-mile natural surface trail on its campus to help clients

incorporate outdoor walking into the healthy lifestyle that PCS promotes. Project partners
in this new initiative include DRBA, DRIT, and Stuart Rotary. DRBA is very proud to

be engaged with these partners to promote improved quality of life for basin residents.

For many, the anniversary of the February, 2014 Dan River coal ash spill is a reminder of the critical
importance of protecting our waterways. Here at DRBA, we never need reminding. Our volunteers
and staft are working hard year-round. You can be one of them! Look for free CWQM trainings in
your area in 2018. These sessions fill up fast, but you can get on the list now. Contact Krista Hodges
at (276) 632-2592 or khodges@danriver.org. Tiffany Haworth
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MHC What do middle and high

After 3 school students do after the

school day ends? For nearly

100 in last fall's Martinsville/Henry County After 3

program, they participated in DRBA’s natural resource-

related activities. Teams of students competed to pick

up the most litter around their campuses and athletic

fields, using the Litterati App to track how much lit-

ter they collected and where it was picked up. DRBA’s

Krista Hodges noted that using technology for the

friendly competition “only added to their experience.”

Altogether, they removed 1,500 pieces of litter, mostly
plastic, from their school grounds.

As a reward for their work,
DRBA’s  Brian Williams
brought his “Snakes Alive!”
program, a most requested
presentation, into the class-
room for everyone to enjoy.
Williams’ live reptiles provide
hands-on opportunities to in-
teract with snakes and over-
come fears and misconcep-
tions about them.

DRBA has partnered with
MHC After 3 for over a decade, providing a variety

of personalized outdoor educational programs for hun-

The weather had
been warm and
sunny for a couple
of weeks before the first Saturday in October. Perfect pad-
dling weather! That Saturday started out damp and foggy
enough to make driving difficult, an ominous beginning
to a paddling trip. But by the time we arrived at Hang-
ing Rock Access, the fog had burned off and the day was
cloudy, but pleasant. There were 24 people and almost as
many boats gathered to participate in the first Saturday
paddle. The coordinators were friendly and well organized.
Soon the shuttle had been set and everyone was getting on
the river, not a small feat with that many people.

'The section of the river was beautiful. There are gray cliff
walls, wildflowers and trees just starting to show their fall
colors. The river was low, but not particularly challenging,
%o there was plenty of time to become acquainted with

Hanging Rock to Moratock
October 7

EDUCATION

RECREATION

dreds of students. This spring’s offerings include plant-
ing wildflower seed balls around campus and monitor-
ing the water quality of nearby streams.

Duke Energy/RCC Rockingham Com-
TRAILS Program munity  College’s
inaugural TRAILS
class, Basic Trail Building, attracted 18 participants, in-
cluding private landowners, state park and county em-
ployees, AmeriCorps volunteers, and nonprofit staft—
all trail users and builders. Under TRAILS executive
director Tim Johnson, the four-day class included both
the science of trail building and
* practical hands-on experience.
DRBA participant Wayne Kirk-
patrick comments, “Duke Energy,
DRIT and RCC can and should
be very proud of this curriculum,
the Executive Director and as-
i sociated RCC personnel of the
TRAILS program.”

Join DRBA today!

www.danriver.org

the others on the trip. It was a friendly group of people
with varied interests and paddling experience. The low
water made the trip slow, and lots of folks got stuck at
some point, but no one com- | .
plained. -

Lunch on a bar in the river
provided a chance to let ev-
eryone chat. Then towards
the end of the run it started
to rain, perhaps raising the
water level a smidge, but
mostly promising a better water level in the near future.
Lots of pictures were snapped, and altogether it was a
lovely day on the Dan River, ending in brownies at the
takeout. It was our first experience with DRBA, but won't
be our last. Dee Edelman

Winter 2018 « www.danriver.org

TSO Hike with Ralph Lutts  Educator and historian Ralph Lutts guided nearly 30 hikers
October 21

through the woods along an old road bed and beside the Dan
River near Meadows of Dan on October 21. As we hiked
% across his and wife Sue’s property, he shared stories about a long ago
¢ post office and other community landmarks. The long abandoned

. est stream here, between headwaters not far upstream and
b= Townes Lake, the upper lake of Danville’s hydroelectric com-
plex, not far downstream.

Following the hike, a covered dish meal at the home of Wayne and Betty Kirkpatrick provided great food
and conversation into the evening. This annual Third Saturday Outing event will visit the Town of Stuart’s 1916 DC Elec-
tric Generating Plant in 2018.

': how the landscape changes over time. The Dan River was a mod-

Hike Along the Sandy River November 4 dawned as a cool, dreary day with a threat of rain. But a small, hardy group
November 4 enjoyed an easy hike along the Sandy River, one of the basin’s major tributaries of the Dan
River. Organized by Lucas Conkle, hike leader and personal friend of the property owners,
this unique area of the basin provided a rich experience to the eager hikers.
'The Sandy sported high banks and gently flowing, crystal-clear water that reflected the chang-
ing fall leaves. One hiker, a Master Naturalist and avid birder, pointed out Bluebirds and Cedar
Waxwings. It was one of those days where the wildlife seemed as interested in the people as
the people did in the wildlife. The birds fluttered among nearby bushes and trees at eye level, §
providing a close-up viewing opportunity.
Pittsylvania County’s Sandy River traverses only 30 miles from its headwaters to its conflu-
ence with the Dan and is the only river in the basin entirely contained within a single county.

Driving toward the Knight-Brown Nature Preserve, I expected to be under-whelmed, but hoped
Knight-Brown Hike that reconnecting with old friends and acquaintances would make this walk in the woods worth-
December 2 while. We were greeted warmly by outing leader, Will Truslow, who told us this 180-acre parcel
was given to Piedmont Land Conservancy (PLC) by Cecelia Brown to honor her partner, Paul
Knight, who was from Stokesdale, to preserve this beautiful property. Truslow briefly described the terrain, the route we
would take, the creeks, and flora we should encounter.
'The trail qulckly led our crew of 22 hikers and 3 dogs downhill towards a boulder-laden creek, to the appropriately named
- - Creekside Trail. We encountered volunteers working on an Eagle Scout project. Ken
Bridle, PLC Stewardship Director, graciously shared details about the project: enhance-
ment of an area to create a vernal pool, a safe haven for salamander eggs to hatch.
'The hike progressed through stands of mature beech and sycamore trees, other hard-
woods and several varieties of ferns described at the entrance kiosk. Next, the Leather-
wood Trail, named for the small shrubs alongside the trail. Along the property boundar-
ies, more pine trees co-existed with hardwoods and mountain laurel. After descending to
: the creek, we finished by climbing to the parking area.
Kudos to DRBA for introducing us to the Knight-Brown Preserve, a hidden gem and a great way to spend a cool Decem-
ber morning. Harry Welker, Jr.

DAN RIVER BASIN

ASSOCIATION

Working to protect and promote the Dan River Basin through recreation, education and stewardship.
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Students from NC and VA schools decorated their trout tanks with either a holiday or a winter theme. The students are excited about
the soon to be delivered eggs! This is DRBA’s 13th year bringing Trout in the Classroom to students. In addition to Martinsville City
schools, participating counties include Franklin, Pittsylvania, Patrick, Henry, Rockingham, and Guilford.

Memberships 10/01/2017  John Hopkins Lenzie and Jean Kinyon Lucy H. Davis
-12/31/2017 M.W. & D.C. Hopkins Danny Love R. Scott & Alexis Ehrhardt
Debora Horning Paul Lowry Paul Ferguson
Sponsors - River Legacy Dr. David Jones Joe and Juanita May Betty Finney
Circle Jones & Deshon Robert Fried & Martha Nan Freed
Mark Bishopric Orthodontics McCarty Anne Lee Gravely
Dr. Mervyn and Virginia Steve & Sara Luking Chris & Susan McCulloch  Adrienne Hermes
King Bill & Linda McConahey ~ James & Palmer McIntyre  Krista & Jarod Hodges
George & Lee Lester W. L. Pannill Bill & Cathy McLeod Barbara Jackman
Edwin & Alice Penn C.D.and Emily Prillaman  Jacky Miller and Phil Paul Johnson
Will And Mary Truslow Ronald & Helen Reiter Atkins Bianca Klein-Breteler
Rex & Judy Rouse Glen & Gwen Nergart Josephine Lackey
Benefactor Karl and Hollis Stauber Coy and Linda Park Lindsey Lengyel
Dan and Beth Mosca Kim and John Steffan Johnny & Ashby Pinkard Pamela Maynard
Lee Templeton Glenn & Pamela Pulley Robert & Phyllis Morris
Protector Sam & Lea Thompson ‘Thomas Rachner Al Neal
Jim Frith James Tobin Carl and Robin Smith Caroline Pilson
Rusty Lacy Ward Triche Eric and Lorraine Tichay =~ James Plant
Sharon M. Olson Homer Wright David and Karon Tucker Gwen Pruitt
Clark & Lisa Tyson Julia Pyron
Municipality Family Mike & Lusanna Vaughan  Dennis and Sharon Reeves
County of Henry, Virginia ~ Joe and Alyson Best Terry Wood Mike Shelton
Kurt & Norma Bozen- J. Ann Berry Somers
Organization mayer Single Angela D. Stallings
Dan River Implementation =~ Ken & Luann Bridle Elva Adams Lee Templeton
Team Will Butler Leslie W. Anderson Rodney Thacker
Bill & Flo Chittenden Gregory Arens Estes Thompson
Steward Lois Kathryn Combs Ray Barker Dr. John H. Walrod
Larry Baker Eric and Sarah David Boyd & Ann Bennett Ronald Washburn
Karl and Deborah Fields Barry Dunkley Briana Bill Jerry S Weston
Ed and Eileen Haight Michelle & Edward Evans ~ Arlyn & Susan Bunch David Wood
Wayne & Lynn A. Hale Phillip Garrett Robert E. Burris Kimberly Wood
Ted and Helen Jane Bill & Cheryl Garrity David & Nancy Clark Anne Woods
Hodges Joe & Sue Graves Ward Collis




Donations 10/01/2017 -
12/31/2017

Sponsors
Mark Bishopric
Lindley & T Butler

Benefactor
Dr. Mervyn and Virginia
King

Protector

Joe & Ellen Jessee

US Army Corps of Engrs
Sherri Wright

Steward

Lucy H. Davis

Mike & Jane Haines

Betty L Heaton

Jacky Miller & Phil Atkins
Sharon M. Olson

Len & Chris Poirier
Glenn & Pamela Pulley
James & Florence Putnam

Rex & Judy Rouse
Lee Templeton
Ward Triche

Other

Elva Adams

Leslie W. Anderson

Bill & Flo Chittenden

Ward Collis

Commonwealth of VA -
Patrick Soil

R. Scott & Alexis Ehrhardt

Fidelity Charitable Gift
Fund

Karl and Deborah Fields

Angeline Godwin

Robert & Leonne Harris

K. Joanne Hill

Krista & Jarod Hodges

Tiffany Jones

Bianca Klein-Breteler

Josephine Lackey

Danny Love

Pamela Maynard

Robert Fried & Martha

McCarty
Chris & Susan McCulloch
Mountain Valley Brewing
Glen & Gwen Nergart
Hazel Puckett
Dennis and Sharon Reeves
T R Russ
Mike Shelton
Steve Shelton
Angela D. Stallings
Straders Mall Shop Inc.
Rodney Thacker
Eric and Lorraine Tichay
Jerry S Weston
Kathy & Bob Willgohs
Sonya Wolen
David Wood
Kimberly Wood

Friends of Chinqua-Penn
Walking Trail

Stephen & Patricia Crist
Jan Hackett

Danny Love

Katherine Norins

William Plummer

Rockingham County TDA

Patrick County Trails/

Apple Dumpling Race

James and Ursula Allen

Appalachian Title Com
pany, Inc.

Blue Ridge Nursing Center
Inc.

Jerry & Cae Burge

Clark Brothers Co., Inc.

Clark Gas & Oil Co., Inc.

County of Patrick

Marie Dehart

Eastern Microfilm Sales &
Services, Inc.

John Hopkins

Jones & Deshon
Orthodontics

Mark Joyce

Walter P Miller Jr.

Glen & Gwen Nergart

Patrick County Eye
Associates

Michael & Janet Rorrer
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